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MINNEMHAHA PARK | PERFORMANCE ART

‘Buddha Prince’is
awalk in the park

‘Walking play’

seeks lo conneet ar,
gpirituality and the
environment.

By Kristin THlotson
Sior Tribucre Staff Wite

{ you pass by Minnehala

Park in Minneapodis this eve

;1|nF and lappen upon soane
frie-plaving yaks, a spow lion
of a dragan, dont Se ularmed,
Ly e all costumed characters
{0 an outdoar “walkdng play”

At @ walk-through rehears-
d in the park on Wednesday,
Markell Kiefer led the 19 per-
Jormess in the mobile produc-
sion along peths and down the
‘Deer Pen” 1o the creek. poiniing
oyt stops along the way whene
ducliences will hear music, see
vock calms in the creek and
prover b rrees. and sicde-
<tep a Red Army guard or sleep-
ing Communist nere and there.

Wiitten and directed by Kiel-
cr, “The Buddha Prince” blends
dancing and physical theater
with songs sung in Enghish and
Mibetan, masks and puppets.
NG 10 mention leaves. grass,
shones, incense-buming barbe-
~ue grills and the occasional dis
ereet squin of bug sprav,

“Its about connections be

&

A
tween the environnend, spiri-
cusality and thenter.” sxid Kelfer 20
looking ke an wrban woed sprise :
as she stood among thick foliape
In rexl braicis andd o green: cap,
The 32-vear-old Wayzata na-
tive spent muoch of her youth be-
ing raised as a Tibetan Budidhist
in Bouldes, Colo., by her mother,
Marlow Brooks. Her father, Tom - T
Kiefer. a doctor, [ives in Excelsior. -
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Courtosy of “Th Buaddha Prince”

Kiefer, who recehved o mas- k o T -
ter's degree in fine art from the : 4 b
Buddhism-affiliated Naropa In- e S e
stitute in Bouldes. sasd her play co Bl MR R sl i
Is inspired by the life and work of
the Dalul Lama the worlds best-  Flute-playing yaks are among the surprises In the outdoor play “The Buddha Prince.”

knevvn Mucddbist lender aned the

oiwect of reverence among his Prince” was performied in Min- sum through individual donors

followers Kiefer methimwhile  neapolis in 2001 The differences and a few foundations.

stusdying a1 the Children's The- this time are a bigger budget, While the play is free, dona-

atre Company in Minneapolis. professional actors, live music mm}n be collected rﬂIfh 'J]lr'
Tenzin Ngawang, a per- and more sophisticated cos- un ulﬁmﬁ.ﬂm’ ns. The Twin

forméng m:ﬁlhnﬂm E:.m,ﬁ'& o nenes anc set. Kiefer sald. Cities has the second-

the Tibetan American Founda- Moat of the performers, who  population of displaced Tibetans

tion of Minnesots, consulted have been rehearsing since mid-  in the country, after New York.

on the project and will play the .H.E:;:mm chosen following As to why there are only two

dranyen, o six-stringed Tihetan auditions in New York, where Tibetans directly participating

guitar, Other instruments — ac-  the play will be ed later  in the project — Ngawang and

cordion, banjo, homs, lutesand  this month, and Minneapolis. composer Ngawing €

drums — represent amixof East  Many of the props, including 20-  — Kiefer sadd. “The style of the

play is not innately Tihetan: it's

and West . He described one dif-  foot-high bambeoo Torll (bem-
mare Westem, It's hard to find

ference between Tibetan and ple) ﬁ'lﬁ. were donated by the

American theater: nian. which had used Tibetan actors accustomed 10
“Most Tibetan dances have themn b a previous exhibiton, performing in the Western styde.”
sprecific spirinial meaning.” he The professional produc- The Dakal Lama, the inspira-

tion for all of this effor, has ot
vet seen ~ The Buddha Prince.”
The play’s upcoming Central

tion ks costing aboat $1 13,000
for both cities, said Kiefer, who
b raised a good portion of thar

saicd. “They might pradee God or
nature or be a call for peace”
A versiog of “The Buddha

Park staging during the kst week
in September coincides with his
visit to New York Might he per
haps catch a show?

“We hope so,” Klefer sad.
“He has a bnesy schedule, and he
goes to bed at 7 pom. and wakes
upat 4 am,”

When asked if she was wor-
ried that 100 many people are
absorbed In the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina to be able to
mimn to other causes and more
hopeful attimdes, she paused.

“The play is also an explora-
tion of kindness,” she said. "We
all know it's good to be good 1o
others, but why? Because its
the source of true happiness.”
Kriatine TTllotuos is m
Rreifdotsomi® starerilaine dom.
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The Buddha Prince

What: A one-hour outcoor
“walking play  nspired by
the Dalan Lama that takes
the audience on a short
tour of & city park as the
stlory unfoids (sensibie
shoes Suggested)

When: G p.m, today,
Monday and Tuesday: 2
and 5 p.m. Ssturcay and
Sumndiry,

Where: Wabun Picnis Arga
of Mennafaha Park, 46th
Avenueg 5. ant Godirey
Parkway, Minaeapaolis
Limited free parking
avaitable in adjacent ot
Tickats: Free; donations
ts Minreapolis-tased
Tibetan Educalion Aclion
ENCOUragonc,

“Most Tibetan dances have specific spiritual meaning. They might praise God or nature or be a call for peace. "— Tenzin Ngawang, Tivetan pedorming o115



